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10 . & the Sen on whick 

8 following ſlrictutes ate written, has 
+ aracter well eſtabliſhed ; he is wor- 
5 ap : +: 3 as à patriot, reſpeRable- 8 a clergy= 
man, . amiable - as a gen leman. Thus viewing 
bim, it is by no means a pleaſing taſk to contend 


Wich him, or even to ſuggeſt that he is in an error. 
But the picture he hay drawn of his country- men, 
ſeems rathet to have proceeded from the hurry of his 


owa alarmed apprehenſion, than from the true trait 


ariſing in his mind upon a cool and impartial view of 
the ſubject. Indeed there is ſo little of the original 
to be found in the picture, that he will himſelf, if his 
- Uſual patriotiſm and candor of diſpoſition have not 


totſaken him, not on n n e. | 


nie: his. LY 


„ir too - SOAR K+ har Fo memory of the 
ft planters in New England, to contend: with hin 
reſpeQing the degree of toleration- they poſſeſſed ; 


but ſhall leave it ta him in ſume future publication, 


to prove from their acts of church government, and 
the laws now io being made in their day, that they 
abhorred perſecution as much as he ſuggeſts they 


er Tha de miniſters of the goſpel, ——_ _ 


P 


Fete treated with peculiar reſpect. boats eivil rule 


of religious principles, let thoſe determine who are 
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I don't deny; but whether this aroſe from the mob: : 
1y government, compoſed parely of civil and partly 


acquainted with it. This one fact remkins on re- 
cord, that none But minibers In all communiun with © 
#be congregational churches, _ 4 ag. 299 4 vote in the | 
Lb of 6101 * N | 


— Os . 


T know too lietle about the tate of e in 0 
Commonwealth, to contradit Mr. Thatcher'g aſfer- 
tion,” that the want of attachment to the eleigy. ik 


___ thereis any, ariſes from à derlin of the ſpirit pf re- 
iin I think, however, that fhould tlie time eome, 
hen the people of the ſtate ſhould ceaſe tö feel a 
Proper attachment to the miniſters of the goſpel, it 


would be evidence of the deeline of vital piety in the 


land : but, as 1 ſhall ſhew preſently; the attachment 


which the people 


e have formerly had to their mini- 


ſters. is by no means abated; although that ſervile awe, 


Which, in a royal government, was felt both towards 


5 5 magiſtrates and EY oy have Bern rw age by 


| w_ revolution.” * endet +, RE doe ene of wh 
„ 2” ; OTROS 041 j 61 lu 
The late of the TR wp New: » England * e 


: by our author, is not only as "miſerable as the ſtate of 


human nature can admit of, but as rmiſerablg as that 
gentleman's ſtrong imagination can paint it. AB be 
deſeribes it, while the Americans have, through much 
expence of blood and treaſure, obtained the free en- 
joy ments of their civil rights, the clergy have not 
doly deen under peculiar fufferiigg' in the time of 4 


paper currency, but are now geglected by the good 


citizens, who are under the moſt ſolemn obligations to 


yu them a luppott * * have . , 


ten het tl 1 : N J a OG Je: m Apated frag | 
of juſtice; that che pove ty y of the! — has made 
them liable to be deſpiſed aces z (hat they 


from their people: and dot On ſo but that the 


Thargher will — — ns — he: , m 
-ſenſe, and too much regard for. his qu cha- 

acters © that the. n s have, iu theſe tit 

2 0 ommiſſion from Tieaven 10 evangelize- at large, 
or that they ever bad one to any particular -plade. 

ken if they are popular ſervants, they undoubtediy 


as much as the civil een demoatatical ere 
ments commonly da. ft Hes $i TH eugt Ry ci 


öfter beat «4 vio wr foo anon ont al 


the people af this ſtate, every hig mult feel 


chagrined-to: the heart, and the ſoul: of every: patridt 


would be wounded even unto. death. The tefugees 


Britain would have a compleat victoty over u: for, 


and, in proportion da they ſunk the diſſenting inte · 
teſt; thoy | gained advantages on this head: and in- 


Fb i, ˙ BE oo . At.» 
* 


ture, have been Now, and perhaps not attended with 
all that ſueceſs whieh the eee, 


INI 


are univerſally ſoffering — Fa the: elay of: payment : 


ougki te realize a proper dependence on the people, 


But was there evidence to ſupport the charge which 7; 
this author has, I think, too haſtily brought againſt | 


deed, though the operations of it muſt,” in their na- 


doctriae hath become ſaſhionable Long mas y, that ils 
rar 1 w_ — - Ship >e0Pp 3 19 7 
TREE. - 
; 43 TS 988 . - 
ple. Mr. 


and tories would triumph, and our enemies in Gteat- 


it is well known that Great · Britain made the pra- 85 
greſs of a national epiſcopal church, one great engine 
of the ſyſtem of flavery intended for the colonies ; 


Plans. The — — of t ſtars wer iter 
ed atthis ; they exerted themſelves generally for the 
Preſer ation of their civil,” as well as their religious 
eg dom. The patriots and heads of the people cal- 
tea poo them to lend their aid, and no one order of 
8 a more aſſiſtance than they af- 
3 ; they — thened the hands, and comforted 
| _ hearts of the ple, in the hours of their greateſt 
aſc Some ef chem were more extenſively uſe- 
Hul than others; becauſe they had beiter abilities. and 
more opportubities. There were ſome clergymen in 
the ſtate who were enemies to the people, who can 
never plead the excuſe of timidity; for they gave evi- 
_ fence of a malignancy of heart, 4 wee h of 
_ \difſpoſition;” and à turpitude of foul, which will ever 
_ -Cauſe*them to be held in abhorrence and” deteſtation 
2. every friend to bis oduntry : their appearance 
uſt forever wring tears from the eye of the widow 
and the fatherleſs, whole huſband” and parent have 
been ſlain on the 3 places, in defence of their coun- 
ttryts feedom. never can be forgiven, not 
even when the — 4 (mould that day come) ſhal 
de as much loſt to focial virtos” as or eee favs 


"oy Werde. > ee ATT eee An 3s} N 
52 70 5 15 ag 13 Ss: e 6 | 
But Gs I feet-myſalf ah zſured. 486 a citizen,” by 
Mr: Thatcher*s charge, 1 will W to Aer —4 


re Naber ; 


22 oy 
99 The a in this: Nate, who! Prom as ſettled 
 BSnce the year 1550,” have contracted with their peo- 
Ple ſor a ſetilement of no leſs, genetally, than 1 
dr more than dne hundred and forty rar 1 be- 
eve there” have deen n many contracts made u 


A 


where the miniſter Rood well with: his 3 but 


a vor AQ 8 


50 ds a3: above one A 


6 4 forth 2 and 


the ſalary» given, has been generally from — ; 


to one hundred and twenty pounds a year. The mis: 
niſte „ befote the war, lived, though not in a ſplendide | 
yet in a very decent and gentleman- like manner 
mem thoſe who were men af good ſenſe and ptu? 
dence 2 they ſaw their friends agreeably, and very 
frequen ly ge their children a8 good opportunities 
{or an education as other people did. I believe thae 
a order ot me in the government ſent more ſons to 
college than they did. a — theit living atoſe, in 4 
great meaſure, trom an anau3l ſalary, when the c 
try luffered-under the oppreſſion of haper money. they 
b-came. peculiar ſufferers : but I believe, -and 1 have. 
had. ocesſion to k ̈ a —_ about it a any man 
in the ſtate, (let people; however, inquire for them 
ſelves) that there, was not a. ſingle town or pariſh/ 


made grant after grant, to ſupply. deficiencies hap»: 
peniag by the depreciation; but ſtill before the money. 
could poſſibly he collected, the rapid depreciation af 
the curreicy, laid a foundation for à futhte demand 
I have (let Mr, Thatcher have made what. — 
tions he might) been aſtoniſhed to ſee the people 
borne down with taxes, ſuffering themſelves by being 
obliged to receive their own. debts! in paper money- 
upon a par; yet voluntarily, in every towa, making 
gran's. to their. miniſters. After all, it is to be con- 


feſſed that juſtice was not done them, but thoſe only 


wh.» gave diſeharges, ſuffer in common with others 
who feceived paper money for ſilver, while We. 
are ag enen have jet a remedy. 
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and'that the clergy are poor; deſpiſed, and geglected: 
i may be evidence of the decline of papet money, 


day but I do not believe that the preſent poſſeſſors 
there uſed to be; but ſcience extends itſelf, the arts 
Vas very fte known à century ago in this ſtate. 
bütnanity is now became a cardinal” virtue amongſt 


not conducted with ſo much ferocity as they have 


if we who have the goſpel in its purity, expound ed 


n 0. 6: 


2 FN 


= 
1 — 


thor's charge, that the-ſpirit_ of religion bas declined, 


but of nothiog elſe. Every genetation declaims 
loudly againſt the wickednels and folly of their o] n 


of New. England, are more abandoned and more ir- 
quite ſo much formality and affectation, if there is ſo 
much hypocriſy, in either miniſters or people now as 


are more attended 10, urpanity Prerzile gad the an- 
gelic affectons of the heart are ore cultivated: 
hence ſprings chat ſpirit of charity and toletation, that 


The world, undoubtedty, grows more-Ovilized, and 


heretofore been. This is, in a great meaſure,” owing 5 
to:the ſpread! of that goſpel which, ſpeaks peace on 
earth and good will to men; and it is peculiarly hard 


by as upright, and able a ſet of divines, as any country 
was ever bleſſed” with, ſhould grow lean in fo fats 
paſture; and worſe under the improvement of ſuch! 
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The nent proof 


tim are not gerferally as much reduce as he is, I ſay 
penerally, becauſe if a lucky circumſtance has made one 
or two rich, it is no cauſe of enyy in the boſom of a 
miniſter, nor can it be improved as a reaſonto his pe- 


ple, to augment his living. The people ought candidly 


to enquire, and if they find their miniſter to ſuffer be- 
yord meaſure, they ought to relieve him. I do not. 
believe” that Mr. Thatcher himtelf ſuppoſes that a 
chriſtian miniſter ought to be placed abgye the reach 
of che calamnities' of the people of his charge. 


s WI - f a 8 d 8 1 2 | ; * . ; #4" 0 £ : 1 8 * i 2 
The other complaint, that the ſalaries due are & 
long time out before pay ment is made, I believe has 


ſome foundation, and that the miniſters are great ſuf 
ſerers by it. But I ſhould have gueſſed that Mr. 


Thatcher's candor, the well known delicacy of his 
feelings, and bis great attachment to his country, would 
have rather ſought out a quickning apology: for, 
than à declamatôry and cutting proc lamation of the 


dilgeace of bis fellow citizens. He might have ſaid, 


that they, for eight years paſt, had borne taxes that 
tio people on the face of the earth ever experienced 
before; that the) have had Claim upon claim, ad- 
dreſs upon addreſs; and ſome of them ſolemnly de- 
livered from the defk, in order to give them a pecu- 
har weight, in which were exhibited at once, the un- 
paralleled virtue and ſufferings of their brethren in 

the field. They were told that their credit was at 
an end; that their country was loſt, and their poſte- 
ity enſlaved, unleſs they performed the moſt noble 


exertions, and made the greateſt ſacrifices Their 


necks are yet bleeding under the yoke, and they muſt 
have time to breath before their priſtine punctuality 
of paying ſalaries ean retufn, | Should the clergy now. 
IM, 5 8 FFT ö 


7 


ſhew no pity for their people, or ſhould they con- 
tend for new powers, it may bring on the calamities 
which our author deſcribes, and produce the miſchiefs 
for which, I think, he is prematurely ſeeking a reme- 
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But I now come to a: ſtandard whete I think: we 
muſt. determine whether Mr. Thatcher's charge has 
a foundation or not. How have the people of va- 
cant pariſhes conducted themſelves fince' the war, 
fince the revolution, and fince that great decline” of 
religion, which Mr. Thatcher ſuppoſes, and which he 
believes to be, the cauſe of that baſe treatment of the 
elergy. which he 'deſeribes ? I think that an anſwer 
to this queſtion muſt determine who is wrong, he or I. 
1f the people of vacant pariſhes have neglected to ſet- 
tle miniſters,” haye pat ſimoniouſiy withheld their mo- 
ney, and lived without a - preached. goſpel, or have 
ſeti led thoſe who would ſettle. on the cheapeſt terms, 
I will acknowledge that there is a ſad deeline of the 
ſpirit of religion, and that there is ſome foundation for 
our author's charge: But if the people have in many 
places augmented the ſalaries of their miniſters who 
threatned to forſake them; and if the people of va- 
| cant. pariſhes have uſed all diligence - to ſetele mini- 
ſters, and have given them more ample fettlemeniy, | 
| and greater ſalar ies, U han were e cr: given before in 
this ſtate, or in any part of New- England, then thers 
is, I. think, good evidence (according to Mr. Thateh- 
er's idea of eyidence in this caſe): not only to defend · ur 
aggainſt the charge, but 40. prove he has gone altoge- 
her on d miſtakes; oo ge bed eb pon t52pn 


1 — T ˙ »F ß] ff. ⅛ AA oe. ace - 


5 * 
* 


2 228 


oo” 


"> 7 7 # 3 5 5 
* 1 S » 


* - 

£ * . * 1 nt » 12 
4 5 N "oo. * vw 8 

TLC "T3 et 615646 Wo &'s 7+ 


a will JEL decide this if 


— * * 


> * « : 4 * 

8 8 6 4 8898 SER" a 74 > Þ 4 . 83 * 5 " 
* 1 & PR 4a . 1 3 8 6 5 * 2 of 3 . S £4 "2 >. — I 4 hy WE 
A particular attention to faQ 
% 2 , * 5 T | 
* > « 3 ) us > w# a 22 * S 3 1 % 
N > . LT 2 g 4 N 

{ On. : „ 4 F 

AE ©. —_— * L 


— 


. PR 11 a 


nde the war there haye been ſettled. in Boſton; 
the Rev. Meri Eliot, Mei Clark, Mr. Wight, Mr. 
Eckley, and Mr. Everet-z either of theſe has a larger 
ſalary than their predeceſſors had. There 15: Mr. 
| Chaplain uf Groton, Mr. Williams: db Nortbampton, 
Mr. Ripley of Concord; Mr. Shaw of Haverhill, Mr. 
Hilliard of Cambridge, Mer. Eliot of Watertown, Mr, 
Porter of Roxbury; Mr. Oſgood of Medford; Mer, 
Mellen of Barnſtable, Mr. Beutiy of Salem, and Mr. 
Hubbard - of Marbletiead 4. Mr. 'F oſter of. Littleton, 
and Mo. Bullard af Pepperrell, and many others I 
mention not: let any, one inquire into the ſettlement 
and ſalaries of thoſe gentlemen, and he will fiad that the 
fame was made upon very generous and liberal prin- 


y per cent. higher, upon an average, than thoſe of 
their predeceſſors; were, Ido not ſay that this is fact, 
But let the: public inquire for themſelves: I believe it 3 
and I apprehend it to be of importance enough to. de- 
mand an inquiry; and if this is the caſe, where is 
Mr. Fhatcher's evidence of a. decline. of the ſpirit of 
eligion?; Or where is his proof to ſuppott his heavy 
charge? I. wiſh Me. Thatcher to reviſe his ſenti- 
ments; far ſutely. af be ig, wrong. his pen muſt; injure 
_ himſelf and his brethten. The public. will believe 
that be is wot aleng in this wok 1 and he who injures 
the goſpel miniſters of this ſtate, or ſhall leſſen that 
reſpect juſtly due to them from the people, or that 
_ . Influence-which-they, ought to have acesrding to their 


order, e 
welt, . ee e n 2 
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ciples ; and l believe that they will be found to bethir- | 


| alrpng de ddt af . their miaiſters when 
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they pleaſe, has; in my opinion, leſs a bees if 


to ſupoſe from his pathetic declamation, and his 


diſmal account of the ſtare: of the elergy, that the 


whole order was in the urmoſt danger, and that the 
idea of chriſtians aſſociating had come to an end. It 
is certainly beſt to examine facts relating to this mat: 


ter, onus we adopt. Nc. We e concluſion. 
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When men feel e * 1 in bor .extraor- 


dinary degree; they become quite incapable of draw - 


ing right conſequences ; becauſe the premiſes appear 
to them to have a. force quite different from what they 


Would, to an impartial, cool, and deliberate mind. 
Had Mr. Thatcher not been à clergyman or had he 
been ſent as an indifferent judge, th re vie the ſtate 
of the clergy, be would have given an account of 
the matter very difimilar from what he has done. It 
n no dilgrace, but an honor, to human nature, that 
we feel inore ſenſibly, when either our own or our 
aſſociates intereſt ſuffers, than when a ſtranger is the 
patient: and, therefore, when a writer ia thus ſtua - 
ted, he certainly would have more Weight if he ena - 
inined carefully the facts whereupon he erects bis de- 
clamation or argument, than in uttering the-engaging 
feelings of his own heart without dr to the ev. 


1 a * 0 
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T be . is, that lome e re uſurped. 
the right of difmiſſing their * , 18979 + 
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1 Mr. Thatcher intends here no more than kis- 
words as'uled by other writers commonly mean, his 
convention for — 12 2 eine eccleſiaſtical 
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he OI polity, 


flible, than his other complaints. One would be 
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polity, unleſs he eftabliſties an hierarchy; ean do bin 
very little good, as 1 ſhall conſider preſently.” But 
if he means by the churches uſurping this right, that 
2 have uſurped it, and pretend to remove. their 
- of religion and morality, at pleaſure, it is 
quite a different conſideration. That this is his mean» 
— I conclude from his melancholy deſcription ofa 
miniſter's being turned out to graze after he is paſt 
his labor. | I-underſtand tbis expteſſion of being tura- 
ad out to graze to be a metaphor intended to convey. 
__ idea of his being met _ to ſupport nene : 1 
renn e aut it 0 
- The . either int nd 8 1 8 his make pn 
deffiand that this has become a general practice, or 
that the public opinion is ſtrongly inclined; this ways 
He uſes the expreſſion &« ſome chure bes, but adds ia 
another place, that it has become with many a faſbion- | 
able doctrine, that the people may diſmiſs; their: mi-: 
niſter when they pleaſe. How many. ke intends. by 
the expreſſion of many, is as impoſſible to determige, 
as it is to ſay how many he means by ſome churches. 
1 ſhall, therefore, examine the facts as far as L Enõ—] 
them, and ee e e eee eee 
are ang. Ser 2 TE ET LE 
I 1 backe 1 gt try 1 . . 
1 know: of but three inne which can give a tg 
Fane foundation to his complaints; and when 
theſe are viewed in a; proper point of light, with all 
their peculiarities, with all their circumſtances, and 
weighed in the balance of right reaſon, and wich no 
greater ſhare of candor than is neceſſary to caſt the 
tinge of approbation on the common actions of human 
| life, I am- convinced that they can neither juſtify or 
excuſe the publication which bas called dg oy 


* 
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.$ Hig was the diſmiſſion of the Rev. Mr. gg 
Bolton. The people of that place labouted 
feries' of difficulties hard to be borne; perhaps ” 
erpected too much perfection in their — harfy 
were diſappointed: the body of them were men e 
good report, but of a Shad dilendawrabey were 
unacquainted with the world, and therefore were in - 
dapaeitated to make thole allowances; which human 
nature has a juſt claim to: but they ſaw their chinĩ 
Ber, as they apprehended, guilty of im moralities, and 
thought him guilty of falſhood. They called council 
ufter council, but could not obtain redreſs : thus, feel - 
ing themſelves oppreſſed beyond example, they, in 
vonſequenee of the advice of a council of miniſters 
in regular ſtanging in the churches, ſettled Mr. Wal- 
ley. But this alf happened before the revolution; 
and if it was ever ſo wrong and irregular, — 
"no means Juſtify the charge, that the people, being 
ted from oppreſſion, conceive: themnſelves to 
de emancipated- ſtom the obligations of juſtjce and 
honeſty. One other inſtance is that of Mr. Nellen, 
of that pariſh- in Lancaſter now called Sterling. I 
chave heard that the life and doctrine of Mr. Mellen 

were quite irreproachable, excepting in the affairs. of 

politics. This is a matter that, in regard to Mr. Mel- 

"Jen's character, T wiſh to ſay little! about. Thus 
mueh is, however, publicly known; that the people 

there believed him to be in oppoſition to the meaſures 
of the country; whether he was right or wrong. ſo- 
ber prineiples, crowned. with the moſtbrilliant-ſucceſs, 
| nod excellent conſequences, may decide-::.T he peo- 
_ "ple: religiouſly © believed it to be their duty to aſſert 
| ."their right to freedom. By this they became invol- 
4 in x bloody: « and EI a in 2 1 
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ture is mentioned to be one of the-greateſt -calamities 

with which the all- wiſe Governor of the univerſe; con 

monly chaſtiſes a nation. It was a publio ealamity, and : 

the direction, both by ' the precepts and example of 

our holy religion, is to ſeek to heaven, end, as a nation, 
to im plore the Divine mercy. |. Our ads of public de- 

votion have at all times been carried -on under tibe 

lead of our pariſh miniſters: but Mr. Mellen's pes- | 

ple had no miniſter ; his political principles forbad«his 

offering their petitions againſt--thoſe- who were: abgut 

to ſwallow them up; and hy it was not- a part; and 

a neceſſary part, of the revolution, to ſubvert his 

ſtanding, I do not conceive. Why a+tery clergyman 

ſhould not, in a revolution like ours, be carried 

down in the common wreck, with./tory magiſtrates, 
I leave our author to determine. If the - influ- | 
ence of the whig miniſters was ſo- uſeful un the 

ſide of their country, common ſenſe and uſeſul 
_ prudence would dictate, that thoſe: miniſters: who-were 
warmly engaged on the other ſide ſhould be fileaced. 
There was at that time no law, either to put a ſtop to 
miniſters or magiſtrates: merely becauſe they were the 
tools of ſlavery. And why the magiſtrates and gadgs — {| 
es of this day ſhould not ſound an alarm, that they 1 


are in danger, beeauſe the people impeded -thoſe-who 
held thoſe offices ĩn the day of trial; I leave Mr. Thateh- | 
er upon his on prineiples to decides tt 04 f 


£5 K t le 09 L191 49 5 $09.14 151765 06} ene 
l go not conſidet the diſmiſſion ok Doctor af 
Boſton as a ſubſedt of Mr. Thatcher's « complaints 
and therefore ſhallconſider Me. Fuller's diſmiſſion as 

the other inſtance, within thenſtate remaining umtnen- 
tioned, if there; are any others Mr. Thatcher will be 

obliging enough to ſpeak of. them. - F515 0 
En” | | | 
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Toe eaſe of Mr. Fuller, has bad a long and lems 


traf! in the ſupreme judicial court: but as he has 4 | ? 
to review, and the matter may again be tried, it bY 

would | perhaps be an injury to him to be particular: 0 
it ſhall therefore ſuffice at preſent to obſerve, that the 1 
church of Princeton did not diſmiſs Mr. Fuller with= 0 
out the advice of a councit ; the Rev. Mr. Me Carty, 7 
Mr. Haven, and Mr. Sumner, with every delegate 4 
preſent, adviſed to his diſmiſſton: upon theſe princi- q 
Ples, as they have ſolemnly ſworo, that Mr. Fuller, by ct 
his practice and converſation refufed to foin in 'a mu- fo 
ua] council. The Rev. Mr. Rice, and Mr. Wood. w 


ward were the only perſons on the council who diſſen- th 
ted. The complaiats againſt Mr. Fuller, were fimilat Cil 


to thoſe againſt Mr. Mellen, with the addition of ſome ty 
others reſpecting his remiſneſs and levity in the du- th 
ties of his office, and ſome arbitrary and tyrannical de 
proceedings in chureh government. The people there Jet 
-reaſoned in this way, it was the general conſent and 2 
according to the ideas of church government, inſiſted . 

upon by Mr. Fuller and his ſupporters, that when la! 


he” miniſter or the church ſhould unreafonably refuſe 

to call a council, an exparte council might be con- 
vened by the aggrieved - party, and that their reſult 
ſhould be deciſive. In other matters each court has 
the ſole power of deciding whether cauſes are pro- 
perly brought before them,and why this council ſhould 
not have this power It would be hard to aſſign a rea- 

da to ſuppoſe an higher power which” could "reviſe, ' 


and — 7 woods either ſuppoſe theit re- 
ſulte re viſable by the civil power, or theexiſtenee of an vil 
infallible earthly head bf the chuch, or in other words. of 

an hierarchy wich power over the creeds and con- aſy 
ſciences of men. Now by this 3 are boe 


Dt! : 2H 
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irreprozebable, and * e in other matters 
are uncontroveited; have proceeded! in a manner as 
wild and as extravagant as ch poſſibly be conceived. 
of: it can ſurely be no foundation for the obſervati- 


ons which wy! Weg and PP, the pen of 
our Autligr. 


2 


Fete 1 migh Abt; 1 7 5 for 1 aten [ am „ 
quite miſtaken in the facts gal 5 and if am, 1 ſhall 
cheetfully. confeſs 1 my error, that there is but little 
Gundation- for the alarm ſounded by the gentleman 
whoſe ſheets I am conſidering : I ſhall Only add here, 
that] F am well ſatisfied that the body of our fellow- 
Citizens are ſeeking in the path of good order, honeſ- 
ty and prudence,” their own felicity ; ;. and fore 1 am. 
that while they are in this purſuit, the reſpectable c or- 
e of the ee vil neither be unſu e or =: 


J . 
? 
* , 


e men by of weigh” als Re write, "OR 
love to their country will call in caution to guide 
their pens ; J becauſe; if they ſhoull ſuffer any ching 
which might. have a wrong influence to eſcape them, 
it may ſink deeper than they intend, and be impro- 
ved i in future to the i injury of the people, The bro. 
Qion. under. conſideration, 1 will venture to ſay, 

el . to the ſtt ſtrictutes on a ſuppoſed uforped 

urches, wants preciſion ; for Mr. Thatcher 


gious body, and the rights of the pariſh which is a ci- 
vil body, . a and then dilates, with. all his fund 
of Pathos, on the cruelty and . of the ſuppoſed 
pg But L ſhall conſider them as two diſtin 
1.8 = one 8 in 1 incapable of having 


* 


6 


whe the right of the chureh, which is 2 reli- 5 


. 
25 


1 8 1 


'Aa power on earth to decide for them, and the other 
23 having no tight to decide in their own cauſe, but 
e ee In all eaſes, to ne 3 an. "NE" 
tr b 5 TEE" 


&6©S&& 4 
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When 1 ſay a 4 is s of E a pow: , 
er on earth to apply to for deciſion, I ſpeak as a ci- 5 
vilian, and mean only, that the civil law has na con- 
troul over them as a church: which I think will clear · 
Iy appear from a deſcription of a chriſtian church, — 
ſuch, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Thatcher intends. Eve 5 
2 body of men who come into A; ſocial compel 8 


then 1 25 are a civil . and are 90 
by municipal law. If they are a religious ſociety, 
then they are governed by the principles of the reli- 
gion they profeſs. If they are Jews, they ate go- 
verned by the peotatuck ; if Muffelmen, , by the co - 
ran; if Chriſtians, by the goſpel : and the moment 
they ceaſe to be governed by the principles | which 
gave them their origin, they change their nature, and 
are either annihilated, or become ſomething beſides 
_ * What they were before, A third power to appeal to, 
in matters of controverſy, muſt be veſted with' coer- 
dive force: but who ſhall judge and condemn a church 
of Chriſt, for either their faith or ptaclice, 1 am ob 
Zed to beg Mr. Thatcher to inform me. 3 95 e 
A congregational church. and foe” 1 bete d Me: 
'Thatcher means, accordin . to the definition given in 
e 


what has been called the w. N Flaefm, and 
2 in 


* 


wo 


* 
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* pany by calling united in one body by an holy co» 
«« yenant for ths public worſhip of God, and the mu- 
% tyal edification' of one another in the fellowſhip of 
cc h 12 d ſus. c „:: 000 WTO; 

£& the Lord Jeſus. “? 


r muoicipal law, otherwiſe than their obligation to 
bey the laws and ordinances of men, where they do 


words, where ſuch laws and ordinances are "enacted 


0 Iividual. © Yet, as citizens and members of civil ſo- 
' ciety, they have all the powers and privileges of other 
men, with an additional weight in all, if their lives 


are correſpondent to their holy profeſſion. 


© — Yet they can by no means, as a church, or as a 
1 : the utmoſt ſtretch of their power is, to 
and manners they are offendet. | 


ft 365 $0 | * 


» 


order to prove that a church, impotent and weak, as 
L have repreſented this to be, hath a right, beyond all 
poo ; obligation that human laws can lay upon them, to 
Vr. Ciſmiſy their paſtor when they pleaſe. Churches may 
iin adviſe churches, and members may reaſon with mem- 


nee may be accepted or rejected: and ſhould it be 


"hs 


jn other dag, * 44 'by the infcucion of Chrit part 
e of the militant” viſible church, conſiſting of a com- 


Tus I take to be cleathy u religious body : they 
are in this character, ſtrangers to every ſyllable of civil 


dot controul the rights of conſcience; or, in other 


For che proteden of perſons and property, and the 
{ecurity of the peaceable mode of worſhip of each in- 


"ſynod of churches, decree any ſpiritual or temporal 


forlake the community of thoſe ' perſons at whole life 


bers; but to adviſe will always ſuppoſe, that the ad- 
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| rejefted, I know not- what earthly.tribwnal the paſ- 
tor, as a paſtor, could e wüh bus ee n 


ee 9 IK 


— T < * 


5 — Tg character of; a aſter of. FE, 2 | 


ſetfled in the common and ordinary way of New- 
England, as the paſtor of the church and t e miniſter 
of the pariſh. The practice of the country has been, for 
the church to give the miniſter à call to become their 
paſtor ; in this nothing is ever {aid relating to money 
or the things ot this world; and it would very often 

be better for the miniſter and church, if there was. ni e 
quite ſo much ſaid: about thoſe of the other world 5 
becauſe it tao frequently proceeds either from olten- 

tation, eathuſiaſm, | or comes forth a as a matter f 
courſe. The relation between the church as a chute b 
and their miniſter, has always, in this country, been 
| apprehended to be a ſpiritual relation, to Which the 


forms of all our ordinations have given ample. reſt; 


mony. Nom I conceive that this relation' may. 2 | 


diſſolved in divers ways; firſt by the 1 15 conſent 
ofthe parties; fecondly; by the paſtor? 's leaving. his 
people againſt their conſent; that is, W 
himſelf, from the ſervices of the . ſanQtuary;; and 
dly, by the. members withdrawing themſelves from 
bis care and inſtruction. Should they all die, he cea- 
ſes to be their paſtor ; -hould they all become Bap- 
tiſts, Quakers, or Epicopainn, 79 they ceaſe to be the 
people of his charge; and ſhoul they i Ne us 


"themſelves: in any other way, he has no lon ps 3 


chalge of them. I know of nothing more i in a Chi 
diſmiſſing their paſtor, than that they - unani 
vote 
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withdraw themſelves from his care; if. To 
Ae mot. —— thoſe Fho-! are * the minority, 
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and in his favor, will till be his church. The vote 

bf the majority, in cafes gf cogſcience, which is al- 

. ways the foundation of religious aſſociations, 12 
no means be binding upoa the minority: all thoſe 
who withdraw themſelves, are no longer of the church: 
and ſhoutd the whole church withdraw themſelves, as 

' T ſhall ſhow preſently, he is {till the miniſter of the 
pariſh, and intitled to his falary, provided his miſde> 
.meanors do not forfeit. it. e 
By the old ſtate laws, the chureh- members, that is : 


thoſe who come to the communion table, had the 
ſole right of electing the miniſter of the pariſh: and 
when a majority of thoſe members had agreed on the 

| man, althaugh the frecholders and inhabitants, not in 
communion, were io a man againſt him; yet the ad- 
vice of ſive neighbouring churches being had, the 
man was N become the miniſter of the pariſh, 


and the court of ſeſſions had a right to aſſeſs the inha- 
bitants to his ſupport. This glaring piece of religious 
Fpranny was founded upon one — other of, theſe 
fy 8 that the church - members were ama 
religious, had more underſtanding, or had higher pri- 
vilegen than, or a pre emineace over thoſe wijo 
were not in full communion; or in other words, that 
their growth in grace, or religious acquirements, gi 
them, the right of taking and diſpoſing ot the prgper- 
ty of other people :agaiaſt their conſent. he Giric 
which dictated this law, was the never-failing ſource 
of diſſention, and had its effect in the producing: Qua- 
kers and Baptiſts in abundance, whoſe powers inerea- 
fing with their number, compelled the government 
do paſs ſundry acts of toletation, which have long 


been in force | 18 
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But our declaration of rights, the happy baſis of 8 
our conſtitution, provides not only that there ſhall be | 
no ſubordination of one ſe& to another, but that the g 
feveraF towns and pariſhes ſhall, at all times, have the ; 
excluſive right of electing their own teachers of reli- MI. 0 
Sion and morality ; not that the church- members of 
each town and pariſh ſhall, but the town or pariſh, as | 
« civil corporation, ſhall have this right, which is all 
that could be done in the nature of free exerciſe of 0 
conſcience in religious matters. For if the people, as a 1 
body, haye authority to diſpoſe of the church, Chriſt c 
is not the head of it, and each chriſtian's conſcience the b 
only tribunal where a queſtion relating to his conduct 8 
with regard to it, can be tried. If the church do not P 
agree that the teacher choſen by the pariſh where 3 
they are inhabitants ſhall ' be their paſtor,” they may 5 
chooſe another; but they cannot expect the pariſh to 8 
maintain them. The firſt principle in a civil corpora- & 
tion is, that a majority ſhall govern : the firſt princi- n 
Pal in a religious body is, that they will act according 
0 the dictates of a good conſcience, adviſing, #0t ; 
oeuling, one another. There is nothing more ne 
Plain than that when they conſent to do that which 
_ "Weir conſciences diſapprove, they do not att as a re- f. 


r re. 


7 
Y . 
. * 
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adopted, all the power which the diſciples of it 
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church in any country has been to excommilnicate the | 
Keretical brother, Formerly where theRomanCatholic 
religion prevailed, the perſon excommunicated: was 
thereby disfränchiſed, and at ſome times was in a 
ſtate of outlawry. This was probably the cale = . 


' Maſſachuſetts ſo far as to exclude his voting in the 


election of officers when this country was firſt ſettled, 
But there has been no inſtance in any country where. 
the church have decreed or executed temporal puniſh- | 
ments. They delivered the culprit over to the ſecu- 
lar power, who. uſed to hang, broil, or burn, the of- 
fender as they thoꝰt fit: the ſtatute de heretico com- 
burendo was made undoubtedly by the influence of the | 
res, but executed by the ee e 
7 conſocation of churches. has been a A point 
with the miniſters of this country: but there never 
was a vote or order obtained that they ſhould have 
coercive power over one another, or that a minority 
ſhould ſubmit to a majority, Before the Cambridge 
platform, in 1646, the churches uſed to appeal for light 
to Mr. Cotton's book, called the power of the þ 


When the platform was compleated, it was ver: 
far from being univerſally received; and when i it 8 


pretended to was that of cenſure and excommy ca- 
tion. The advice of a council, as Mr. Norton ex ref-- 


fed it, was to be given where the church. wanted 


light. But they muſt, I think, be their own judges 
whether they wanted it or not. Mr.“ Davenport 
faid, that where a church would not receive advice | 
from their neighbour, all communion ſhould be WOE 
Gawd from Them. In A 1684 the Ubited FO 
5 * e 
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Ab; WS. thor, and Coogregatianals, 


publiſhed what they called the heads of an agreement, 
wherein all they pretended to, was the right of excom- 
munication. It would be injurious to our national 


er to ſuppoſe that they ever medled with tem- 


poral matters, or infſicted temporal puniſhments, or de- 
termined upon queſtions of property. The idea of ex- 


communication, when accompanied with a ſenſe of guilt 


in the ſufferer is very diſagreeable : but if the conſcience 
is clear, and all ſtands right withio,it is now of very lie- 


e conſequence. The influence of that old lion of 
' Rome, whoſe teeth were whetted by wealth, .whoſe 
* Claws were expanded by corruption, whoſe | ſtrength 


was ſupplied from the table of ignorance, and whoſe 


but was the flame of irreligions. enthuſiaſm, has now = 


aled to roar, and the religious world is in ſafety. 


1 cannot but believe it to be very clint; that the 
churches, as ſuch, , have no power in temporal m. 


ters, and that each. church is a. ſeparate, inde endent 


body, who will e prudently ſeek advite ; bo 


dean never, with regard to their 2 or mode of wor- 


' ſhip, or any act they do as a church of TROP: be 


amenable to any power on carrh. 


* 


17 chis is the caſe, why would Mr. Thinks" wit | 


a ſynod of churches? Does he pretend that ſuch a 
body could enaQ, laws to p prevent a people” $ turnip 
their miniſter . out to graze? What aüthorit coul 
foch a bo- over the money of the cllizcos? 
| How do they ny authority from the people? 

how, are the peo le repreſented i in them 1. 'Lheſe 
queſtions ou 880 * 1 be ſettled previous to the con- 
Veation © of this * when they are e there, h 


can 
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the g 
reſdlutions * 1 ſhould cbnceive ſuch a, body to bea 


reverend, reſpectable congregat ion f ſpeculators, doing | 


-us Mr. Fhatcher and Lam: doing, throwing out ſenti- 


ments which sach mun will condemn or approve, ac- 
cording to his humor, iateteſt, or underſtanding. 


"When a propoſition is laid before, them; they will 


furely exclude: every idea of eftabliſhing it as truth. by 


the voice of: their majority, or of 'eampeltiog others 


to believe it., If it dobtains a matter f a eivil nature, 
they can have nothing to do wir it If it, is a tek. 
gious matter, it is 4 Perfona thing, and every one 
muſt behieve and practice for Hitfelf: 40 dis Ou Mel 


thr, not to N *he is to ſtand or. fall., All "that 


ſuch a ſynod. could do, would be to enpreß "their 


then prelent opinion 0h the mittets-before them, with _ 
a moſt ſolem reſdlution to recede from ir When they. © 


Hadi chas 
Kearined; 419 ſalinary, in the wildern eſa, and in "oF | 


Boule find they were miſtaken, | 
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„Mir. Thatcher will them lay that:the 


diſtreſſed fate. Hut 1 have to tell him what he 
e others that abs VERIO 
only unthed to, but jn-oppaſition 0 leculat ps 
for” the firſt three hundred: years aſter aur Lord we 
Tention,/enercaſed-with! more purity: than it has —— 
in any three icenturiesfince and -when the line is pro- 
perly drawn between the character of the clergy, as 

puſtors of churches and as miniſters! of-pariſhes; chere 


of rodreſs will be obvious. A few hints upon that 
head ſhall cloſe this publication, which by refcehces 
to church hiſtory, and other matters better to reſt 


» 


8 their edicts, or dere ache = 


can remain no difficvity 3 or if there: ag ch 


chen to. Lr W have been este * 
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8 to the cuſtom of the country; now done 
8 [way by our declaration of rights, the church made 
choice of the miniſter as their paſtor: but the laborer 


being worthy of his hire, no anſwer is given until the 
- pariſh agree as _ e as 0s ge and vote a 


e | 


A law under the old Scene gave FI church 

- 7K power (five churches adviſing thereto) to ſettle the 
Miniſter without the pariſh : and by the ſame act, if 
there were three hundred voters in the pariſh, and the 
church conſiſted of twenty members, the town could not | 
Have a miniſter if ten of the twenty were againſt it. 
But now, the town, as a town, have the vote to 
_ «themſelves. When a miniſter is ſettled, the church, 
a a church, have no right to diſpoſe of the money of 
the pariſh, The contract is uri el a Civil corpora- 
tion and their teacher of religion and morality, for 
Bis yielding them the ſervices ſtipulated, and their pay- 
Wh bim ts money, or annual ſalary, agreed upon. 
hen they fail to pay according their covenant, he 
not go to an eccleſiaſtical tribunal for damages, 
But to the courts eſtabliſhed by the laws of the civil 
government whereupon his contract is founded. And 
All the difficulcy ariſes upon this queſtion, whether 
the tribunal he ee to ſhall have the power to give 
the Caſe en him if he ought: to loſe it ves i 


On the one hun; it is fad that if minder are 
ned by a jury, they are not tried by their peers, nor 
is. have a wr chance. . this be e 
a le. ” ft ig 


If miniſirs FR are to try | wikiſters, then the peo⸗ 


ple Ke not trigd by their pers 3 and luck miniſters 
ple ied by thei Pee * —4 


— 2 — 


v 
t 
il 
t 
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alone would be 1 ks doctrine + te 3 
would be agreeable to the majority: or if the church 
choſe half the council, and the miniſter the other half, <A 
there would be no certainty, or very great probability _ "= 
of their agreeing, And when ſuch, council ſnould be = 
convened, the major part of them would” be laymen,” =» 
each having a vote equal wich their paſtors, they oY 
would not be more impattial, or better judges of the 
miniſter's conduct there than they would be in the ju: 
rors ſtand of the Supreme Judicial Court not do l! 
conceive that they would be more ably affilted. If the: _ © 
| objection to this is, that the jurymenare not always in 
communion with the congregational churches, I an- 
ſwer, that Baptiſts, Quakers, and thoſe who realize: 
no obligation from a contract made with miniſters, 
are always taken off; and there are but few others 
who are not in covenant by baptiſm or e, 
with ſome church or other, that appear as jurymen: 
but if thoſe who are dot church-members in full con- 
munion, and having no particular prejudice againſt 
miniſters, are unit for jury men in this caſe, why ate 
they competent in trials of-life, fame, and great pro- 
perty 2 Is no man's property as dear to him as a 
clergyman's ?. Or is his fame and reputation of more 
value. than that of a magiſtrate, or other characters 
who ſubmit to a jury drawn from the box? Or do 
the good people of this ſtate receive any extraordinarx 
illumination from on high, when in a council, Fe | 1 
than they can have ig a court? | 3 3 


If the prejudices of the people xls; on 
are become ſo. inveterate and extenſive, that, when 
they are under oath, they will be guilty of perjury. 
and corruption to wrong them, it is in vain for cler- 


COT” to feck another mode of juſtice” in a popular. 
1 22 government, | 


"7 1 
» 14 * 


6 It is a S 68 not aſſed them 
alone the whole land- will groan under it and all muſk, 
ſuffer alike. But Liam happy in being convinced), 
that the clergy of this ſtate: ſtand ond as broad a. foot 
Ing to.obtaio: juſtices. as any denomination. oß t wen 
hate ver; not am I deſs happy do ſee, that they poſ- 
ſaſs as good characters, and areas well be Bed by the: 
cuizens, as any order of man in the commonyealth: - * 
butt vhen they come to touch the property ot the 
fellow citizens, we are obliged to: enquire by what au- 
therity they do it ; andoare;: compelied, in our: Own: 
defences to arer that church: members-are not elected 
by tke people; that they:: receive: no power from 
them ; that tbey do not originate from ay law: 
made by the repreſentatives: of:the: peoples and there - 
forte: can have n right to diſpoſe of the pespleꝭs ptos 
perty ot to paſs:any..decree or order that may affect ĩtʒ 
and that all ſy nods called for chat purpoſe, are infringes 
ments on er b e * _ en te: 
confttution:. © WP. ty 0 
The wirlſters were ande in the: contig of 
our conſtitution; and there it was ſuppoſed by then 
and theit brother. members, that their rights were, in 
no ioſtance, diſtin: from thoſe of their fellow«eith- 
Zens. They are eligible to a ſeat in the legiſlature, and 
if they feel themſelves, with regard to their wages or 
0 her Property, injured, they will there-obtai a remedy, 


Ila matters of a religious. nature, relating to the 
chriſtian religian, I hope the goſpel is as good a rule 
as we can have; no man, or body of meo, hath au- 
thoricy. to add or diminiſh-: by that every man muſe 
pack: or fall, and: to . let Ken 1 | | 
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APPENDIX, | 


95 * ; * 


\INCE the 8 * were, Py to the els, 
I have recollected that there were lome other dit 
miſions of miniſters fince the commencement of: 
the late war; which I haue not. mentioned. —Amongſt 
which were thoſe- of Mr. Whitney, of Peterſham, 
and Mr. Hill, of Shureſbury. The charges agi 
both theſe geatlemao were their appaſitiog to the pg#= 
le in their ſtruggles for freedom and religious liberty Ex 
"here was a council called upon Mr. Whitney, I believe . 
it was experte. on his. not agreeing to one mutuallx 
appointed ; be that as it may,” he refuſe! to fubmit 
the. Wer in diſpute to Mr cognizance, Where - 0 
- upon, a, queſtion wag agitated and put, whether they 2 
would proceed to_hear the grievarices of the church 
which paſſed 1 in the-afficmative by a majority: | 
paſtors preſent happened to be in the minopity 3. and 
recullefting that zþe voice of the majority was not li 
_ in matters of © 8 religious nature, they wi 1 
The . proceeded to a hearing. 
adviſed the church to a diſmiſſion of their baer 1 3 
which was done accordingly. I think thoſe gentle- 
men who thus adviſed, did their country great ſervice 
in ſupporting the idea, that a miniſter is me gn; 
| cee 22 council gn church Uputch | 


25 | . 


} 
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A he affair of Mr. Hill, was 1 more e trouble: | 
ſome, —He and his church could not agree to a mu- 


dual council: he choſe tories, and they choſe 'whigs— 
and each made objections to the nominations of the 
other. This drove each of them to the expedient of 
 Exparte condeils, whoſe reſults wete, 'as might be ex- 
pected, diametrically oppoſite to each other. The 
people, by advice of their council, ſhut him out of 
meeting · houſe.— He then opened the door of 


ks dwelling:houſe, and ſet up what he called public 


, wor there, In this. place, ſurrounded by a few 
* Faithfu friends, who could rail at the * money made of 


* oakum and ifinglaſs,” he continued to pray for his 
rightſul ſovereign, the King of England, and for the, 


n and deſtruction of his country. 


Mr. Morſe, of Shrewſbury, and Mr. Ditba' m 
Groton, left their people by agreement, and departed 
in 4 ſure and certain hope of a. glorious reſtora tion, 
en tour nn ſhould be ſubdued by Britain. Si 


An 


Ir. Thatcher Fas not ſurely complain 'of ſeverity 
i the treatment of theſe men ! Nor does he ſuppoſe 


that becauſe the noble exertions of the people, when 
under oppreſſion, cauſed their pariſhes to ſpew them 
dur, the clergy are in danger ] Nor are the clergy of 
tate ER at thoſe Proceed Ok, | 
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